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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 13067 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM AMBASSADOR BREWSTER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS), MASS, GT, US 
SUBJECT: AMMUNITION SALE TO GUATEMALA 

REF: STATE 184483 (TOSEC 080139), SECTO 8064 

1 . IN THE ABSENCE OF BOTH OWEN AND TED ROWLANDS, I 
CALLED ON SIR ANTONY DUFF, ACTING PERMANENT UNDER SEC- 
RETARY AT FCO TO SEEK HMG'S VIEWS ON THE GUATEMALAN 
REQUEST FOR 5 MILLION ROUNDS OF SMALL ARMS AMMUNITION. 

WHILE APPRECIATING OUR DESIRE TO MAINTAIN CREDIBILITY 
WITH LAUGERUD, DUFF ASKED THAT I CONVEY TO YOU HIS URGENT 
HOPE THAT YOU WOULD CONSIDER THIS ISSUE "VERY 
SERIOUSLY" IN VIEW OF SIGNIFICANT BRITISH RESERVATIONS. 

2. AS THE BRITISH HAVE BEEN TRYING FOR SOME TIME TO 

LIMIT THE FLOW OF ARMS TO GUATEMALA, DUFF EXPRESSED CON- 
CERN ABOUT PERCEPTIONS OF OUR PROPOSED ACTION AMONG THE 
BRITISH PUBLIC. WHILE HMG IS REALISTIC ABOUT THE CHAN- 
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CES OF GUATEMALA OBTAINING ARMS FROM OTHER SOURCES, THE 
PUBLIC VIEW OF OUR SUPPLYING BULLETS WHICH "COULD BE 
USED AGAINST BRITISH LADS" IN BELIZE WOULD BE DAMAGING. 

STRONG OPPOSITION TO SUCH ACTION WOULD BE EXPECTED OF ANY 
MINISTER. 

3. DUFF ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR THE REACTION AMONG 
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THE COMMONWEALTH CARIBBEAN NATIONS TO U.S. SUPPLY OF 
ARMS TO GUATEMALA, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF THE STRONG SUP- 
PORT FOR BELIZIAN INDEPENDENCE WHICH CAME OUT OF THE 
LONDON COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCE. MANLEY AND ADAMS WERE 
ACTIVE IN THE CREATION OF A COMMONWEALTH COMMITTEE ON 
BELIZE AND IN DUFF'S VIEW, WOULD OPPOSE THE SUPPLY OF WAR 
MATERIALS INTO THE AREA FROM ANY SOURCE. 

4. FINALLY, DESPITE THE RELATIVE QUIET AT PRESENT, 

DUFF ARGUED THAT A U.S. MUNITIONS TRANSFER WOULD IN- 
FLAME THE ISSUE AGAIN AND CONTRIBUTE TO MAKING BELIZE 
MORE VISIBLE AT JUST THE WRONG TIME. THE BRITISH HOPE 
TO GET THROUGH THE UNGA WITH THE SITUATION STABLE AND 
AS QUIET AS POSSIBLE. 

5. UNLESS THERE ARE MORE COMPELLING REASONS THAN THOSE 
ITEMIZED IN STATE 184483, 1 WOULD JOIN DUFF IN HOPE 

THAT THERE IS SOME OTHER WAY WE COULD INGRATIATE OUR- 
SELVES WITH GOG. 

BREWSTER 
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